PeAceEMAKERS Across CULTURES

As part ol its Enfusneing Communieation between New-
sormer and Nuative-borm project, which strives to promote
harmony among refugee and American youths in Prince
Ceorge’s County, MONA sponsored a special event on
January 20th. More than a hundred people attended Breaking
the Fst . a commumity dinner at Parkdale High School in
Riverdale. The dinner’s purpose was to celebrate the end of
the Muslim holy month of Ramadan and to launch a three-
day traiming (January 21-2.3)

Offered by the Peacemaking and Confliet Studies program
of Fresno Pacific University, the subsequent training provided
opportunities for twenty students, two teachers, and a handful
of refugee service providers to diseuss the kinds of conflicts
that oceur at school and 1o learn how 1o resolve these con-
flicts. Discussions focused primarily on cross-cultural misun-
derstandings both in and out of the classroom. Through role
plays and other activities, students practiced how peacefully o
resolve problems that occur among youths from varied ethme
backgrounds

I'he final day eulminated in a brainstorming session on the
ot important issues to students. and actions they would like
to take to address them.

Farkdala High Schoo! students Khalida Omar and Shukri
Sheikh-Salah complate a written exercize al a MONA
sponsoved haining offered by the Peacemaking and Canflict
Studies (PACS) program of Fresno Pacific University. Both girls

are fram Somalio and now live in Riverdals.
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Sorkis Showae, from Irag, and Amelo Rustemovic, from Bosnia,
were eager parficiponfs in the PACS troining, which faught
students how lo resove cross-cullural fensions af school
Riverdole High School iz locoted in Prince George’s County,
which has one of the stale's lorgest refugee populations.

Ud":':-[rilf.‘ thisir d'rl.':trgrnl Luu:kgn mm].-:, studenis were

enthusiastic about trying toe work together as a group o
resolve problems and plan future activities. They called
themselves Peacemakers Across Cualtures (PAC). The group
met on several occasions 1o develop and rehearse a dramate
skit for a Black History Month school asserbly. They also
plarmed field trips w0 Philadelphia’s Independence Hall and
Balch Institute for Ethnic Studies and to Washingron, DU
where they will tour the Supreme Court Building,

In March, PAC studenis led a senes of structured dia-
logues, ealled “RAP Sessions ™ at Parkdale High Sehool. RAP
stands for “Respect Among People ™ The Prinee George's
County Human Relatons Commssion designed the sessions
with student help. The dialogues aimed at providing a safe
forum for teenagers to talk about potentially controversial
izsues and enabled Parkdale students to continue the meaning -
ful discussions that began at the January training.

Special thanks to Parkdale High School teachers Linda
Cooper and Richard Moody for putting together a great
student team. Thanks, wa, o the federal Offics of Refuges
Resertlerent for funding the project

—Shelley Preston, MUNA Intern
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